The writer Ernest Hemingway would have
been 96 years old on July 21; his ghost
still stalks the cobbled streets and

harbourfront bars of 0ld Havana

Haunted by
nemingway
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"He was drinking another of the frozen
daiquiris with no sugar in it," wrote Ernest
Hemingway of a moody character in Islands
In The Stream, "and as he lifted it heavy and
the glass frost rimmed, he looked at the clear
part below the frappéd top and it reminded
him of the sea. The frappéd part of the drink
was like the wake of a ship and the clear part
was the way the water looked when the bow
cut it when you were in shallow water over marl bottom.”

[ was seated at the bar of El Flaridita in Havana, Cuba,
reading reverentially and sipping the now world-famous
drink that Hemingway immortalized in his novels. His seat
at the dark mahogany bar was preserved like a shrine. A
bronze bust of the great novelist watched from its pedestal
beside the bar, where Constante Ribailagua, now aged and
silvered, still serves the same drinks to tourists that he served
to Herningway and such illustrious guests as Gary Cooper,
Ava Gardner, Tennessee Williams, Marlene Dietrich, Jean-
Paul Sartre, and Spencer Tracy.

The Papa Specials, sugarless frozen daiquiris, “the great

Encircled by
columns, the anther
gazes out across the
sea and the blue,
figh filled waters
which were to prove
an irresistible lore.

ones that Constante made,” wrote Hemingway, "had no
taste of alcohel and felt, as you drank them, the way downhill
placier skiing feels running through powder snow and, after
the sixth and eighth, felt like downhill glacier skiing feels
when you are running unroped.”

The place had been spruced up for tourist consumption
with a 19308 Art-Deco polish. Waiters hovered in vermilion
tux jackets and bow ties. Texpected a spotlight to come on and
Desi Arnaz to appear conducting a dance band, and Papa —
Hemingway — to stroll in as he would at 10.30am every day
when he lived in Havana and drank with Honest Lil, the Worst
Palitician, and other real-life characters from his nowvels,
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The buost of
Hemingway at
Cojimar — complete
with its incorrect
birth date — was a
tribute from local
fishermen, each of
whom donated brass
fittings from their
boats towards

the sculpture.







